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Libel which you have lately publiſhed againſt the 


reduce to method the ſeveral Particulars, which you 
and no leſs Confuſion. 


Declaration, where you own it wou'd be a great SJ 
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. who, under God, is the moſt powerful Defender o 
that Religion which we think the moſt pleaſing i. 


from time to time for near Thirty Years paſt again 
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Noyal Family: o aſſure you is a vel 
unpopular be ex Four few deluded Friend 
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The DECLARATION of the 
FREE-HOLDERS of GREAT 
BRITAIN, G. 


E by" the Mercy-of God, Free holder d ** 
Great Britain, to the Popiſh Pretender, who 
tiles himſelf King of Scotland and England, and De. 
ſender of our Faith, DEFIANCE. Having ſeen a 


King and People of theſe Realms under the Title d 
a DECLARATION, we, in Juſtice to the Sentiment 
ef our own Hearts, have thought fit to return you 
the following Anſwer , wherein we ſhall endeavour u 


have contrived to throw together with much Malice 
We believe you ſincere in the firſt Part of your 


tisfa tion to you to be placed upon the Throne b 
our Endeavours: But you diſcourage us from mak 
ing Uſe of them, by declaring it to be your Right 
both by the Laws of God and Man. As for the Lau 
of God, we ſhou'd think our delves great Tranſgreſſu 
of them, ſhou'd v for your Sake rebel againſt a Prince 


him: And as for the Laws of Man, we concciv 
thoſe to be of that kind, which have been enadte 


you and your Pretenfi the Legiflature of thi 
Kingdom. — 27 


Lou aſterwards Uo Invectives againſt t 


am ong the Rabble. 
You call.them Aliens to our Country, not conſiderin 
” a tl 


9 


that King George. has lived above a Year longer in 
England than ever you did. You fay they are Di- 

= flant in Blood; whereas no Body ever doubted that 
ig George is Great Grandſon to King James the 
Firlt, tho many believe that you are not Son to King 
Janes the Second. Beſides all the World acknow- 
kdges he is neareſt to our Crown of the Proteſtany 
Blood; of which you cannot have one Drop in your 
Veins, unleſs you derive it from ſuch Parents as you 
don't care for owning. | 

Your next Argument againſt the Royal Family, 
is, That they are Strangers to our Language: But 
De they muſt be Strangers to the Britiſñ Court who have 
told you ſo. However you moſt know, that we 
plain Men ſhou'd prefer a King who was a Stranger 
to our Language, before one who is a Stranger to our 
Laws and Religion: For we cou'd never endure 
Wur- Sentiments, tho' deliver'd in our native Diale&t; 
and ſhou'd abhor an arbitrary Prince, tho' he tyr an- 
Paz 'd over us in the fineſt Engli/h that ever was ſpok- 
n. For theſe Reaſons, Sir, we cannot bear the 
hought*of hearing a Man that has been bred up in 


he 


youBhe Politicks of Louis the Fourteenth, talk intelligibly 
at dom the Britiſb T hrone ; eſpecially when we conſider 
ne by however he may boaſt of his ſpeaking Exgli/h, he ſays 


"Wis Prayers in an unknown Tongue. 
We come now to the Grievances for which in your 
Wpinion we ought to take up Arms againſt our preſent 
overeign. The greateſt you ſeem to inſiſt upon, and 
Which is moſt in the Mouths of your Party, is the 
nion of the Two Kingdoms; for which His Majeſty 
ught moſt certainly to be depoſed, becauſe it 
as made under the Reign of Her, whom you call 
our Dear Sifter of Glorious Memory. Other Griev- 
nces. which you hint at under His Majeſty's Admi- 
tration, are, the Murder. of King Charles the Firſt, 
ho was beheaded before King George was born; and 
te Sufferings of King Char/#5 the Sccond, which per- 
aps His preſent Majeſty. cannot wholly clear Him- 
if of, becauſe He came unto the World a Day be- 
te His Reſtoration. *;. A 
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As on the one Side you arraign Mis preſent Majeſty 
by this moſt extraordinary Retroſpect, on the other 
Hand you condemn His Government by what we may 
call the Spirit of Second Sight. Yqu are not content 
to draw into His Reign thoſe Miſchiefs that were done 
a hundred Years ago, unleſs you anticipate thoſe that 
may happen a hundred Veas hence. So that the 
keeneſt of your Arrows either fall ſhort of Him, or fl 
over His Head. We take it for a certain Sign that 
you are at a Loſs for preſent Grievances, when you 
are thus forced to have Recourſe to your future Pri 
ſpeAs, and future Miſeries. Now, Sir, you muſt knoy, 
That we Free-holders have a natural Averſion t 
Hanging, and don't know how to anſwer it to ou 
Wives and Famlies, if we ſhou'd venture our Necks 
upon the Truth of your Prophiecies. In our ordinar 
Way of. Judging, we guels at the King's future Con 
duct by what we have ſeen already; and thercfor 
beg you will excuſe us if for the preſent we del 
entring into a Rebellion, to which you fo graciou! 
invite us. When we have as. bad a poſpect of Kin 
George's Reign, as we ſhou'd have of yours, then u. 
© be your Time to date another Declaration from you 
Court at Commerci: Which, if we may be allowed t 
propheſie in our Turn, cannot happen before t! 
1 — and fiftieth Year, of your Reign. 
Having conſidered the paſt and future Grievance 
mentioned in your Declaration, we come now tot 
preſent; all of which are founded upon this Suppol 
tion, That whatever is done by his Majeſty or | 
Mmiſters to keep you out of the Briti/h Throne, 
a a Grievance. Theſe, Sir, may be Grievances to) 
but they are none to us, On the contrary, we loc 
upon them as the greateſt Inſtances of his Majelt) 
Care and Tenderneſs for his People. To take th 
in order: The firſt relates to the Miniſtry ; who 
choſen, as you obſerve very; rightly, out of 
- Worlt, and not the Beſt of Tour Subjeſts. No 
Sir, can you in Conſcience think us to be ſuch F. 
as to rebel againſt the King, far having employ 
thoſe who are his molt eininent Friends, and we 
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1 . 
the greateſt Sufferers in his Cauſe beore he came to 
the Crown; and for having removed a General who 
is now actually in Arms againſt him, and two Secre- 
taries of State, both of whom have liſted theraſelves 
in your Service; or becauſe he choſe to ſubſtitute in 
their Places ſuch Men who had diſtinguiſh'd them- 
ſelves by their Zeal againſt you, in the molt famous 
Battls, Negotiations, and Debates. 3 

The ſecond Grievance you mention, is, That 
the Glory of the late Queen has ſuffered, who, 
you inſinuate, had ſecured to you the Enjoyment of that 
Inheritance out f which you had been jo long kept. - 
This may indeed be a Reaſon why her Memory 
ſhould-be precious with you: But you may be ſure 
we ſhall think never the better of her, for her hav- 
ing your good Word. For the fame Rcaſon it makes 
us ſtare, when we hear it objected to his preſent = 
Majeſty, That he is not kind to her faithful Servants ; 
ſince, if we can believe what you your! | fay, it is 
impoſſible they ſhould be hrs faithful Servants. And 
by the Way, many of your private Friends here wiſh 
you would forbear blabbing at this Rate: For to tell 
you a Secret, we are very apt to ſuſpect that any 
Britiſ, Man who deſerves your Praiſe, deſerves to 
be Hang'd, ER {55 agrees 

The next Grievance which you have a mighty 
Mind to redreſs among us, is the Parliament of Great 
Britain, againſt whom you bring a ſtale Accuſation 


whigh has been uſed by every Minority in the Me- 


mory of Man; namely, that it was, procured by un- 
warrantable Influences and ' Corruptions.. We can: 
not indeed blame you for being angry at thoſe, who 
have ſer ſuch a round Price upon your Head, Your 


Accuſation of our High Court of Parliament, puts us 


in Mind of a Story, oſten told among us Free-holders, 
concerning a. rattle-brain'd young Fellow, who bein 

indicted for two or three Pranks upon the High-Way, 

told the Judge he would ſwear the Peace againſt 

him, for putting him in Fear of his Life. _ . * 

The next Grievance is ſuch a one, th»: we are a-. 

mazed how it could come into your Head. Your 
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indeed a mo 


Proteſtant Religion in the Empire, is looked upon as 


3 

Words are as follow. Whilſt the . Powers en. 
gazed in the late Wars do enjoy the Bleſſings of Peace, 
and are attentive to diſcharge their Debts, and eaſs their 
People, Great Britain in the midſt of Peace, feels allthe 
Load of Var. Now Debts are contracted, now Armies 
are raiſed at Home, Dutch Fotces are brong hit int 
theſe: Kingdoms. What in the Name of Wonder dy 
tis mean? Are you in carneſt, or do you deſign to 
anter us? Whom is the Nation oblged to for all 
this Load of War that it feels? Had ye been wif: 
enough to haveflept at Bare. duc in a whole Skin, we 
ſhould not have contracted new Debts, raſed new Ar. 
mies, or brought over Dutch Forces to make an Ex- 

ample of you. 4 
The moſt pleaſant Grievance is ſtill behind, and 
| 1 proper one to clofe up this Article. 
King George has taken Poſſeſſion of the Dutchy of Bre- 


men, whe 


the State oj a Province to one of the moſt incunſidor uble 
Provinces of the Empire. And do you then really be- 
lieve the Mob- ſtory, That King George deſigns to make 
a Bridge of Boats from Haniver to Wapping ? We 


would have you know that ſome of us read Baker's 


Chronicle, and don't find that Y'Vi/lram the Conquer- 
or ever thought of making England a Province to his 
Native Dutchy of Normandy, notwithſtanding it lay ſo 
much more convenient for that Purpoſe : Nor that 
King James the Firſt had ever any Thoughts of reduc- 
ing this Nation to the State of a Province to his anti- 
ent Kingdom of Scotland, though it lies upon the fame 


Continent. But pray how comes it to pals, that the 
Electorate of Hanmer is become all of a ſudden one 
of the moſt” inconſiderable Provinces of the Empire! 

If you undervalue it upon the Aceount of its Religion, 

you have ſome Reaſon for what you ſay; tho? you 


ſhould not think we are ſuch Strangers to Maps, and 


live ſo much out of the World, as to be ignorant that 
it is for Power and Extent the ſecond Proteſtant State 


in Germany; and whether you know it or no, the 


2 


ly a Door is open'd to let in an Inundation of 
F oreigners N on Abroad, and to reduce theſs Nations to 


a ſufficient Ballance againſt Popery. Beſides, you 
heir Wſhould have conſidered that in your Declaration upon 
% the King's coming to the Throne of Great Brittan, 
nies you endeavour'd to terriſie us from receiving him, by 
int Frepreſenting him os d powerful foreign Prince, ſuppor- 
r dy a numerous Army of his own Subjefts. Be that 
n to Nas it will; we are no more afraid of being a Province 
r all No Hanover, than the Hanoverians are apprenenſive of 
wif. being a Province to Bremen. | 
„ we We have now taken Notice of thoſe great Evils 
Ar. Mvhich you are come to reſcue us from: But as they are 
Ex- Wcb as we neither feel nor ſce, we deſire you will put 
our ſelf to no further Trouble for our Sakes. 
and You afterwards begin a kind of Te Deum, before 
icle. Ihe Time, in that remarkable Sentence, We adore 
Bre- /e Wiſclom of the Divine Providence, which has oper;- 
on of N W ay to our Reſtoration, by the Succeſs of thoſe very 
ns to Meaſures that were laid to diſappoint us for ever. We 
rable Nare at a Loſs what you mean by this devout Jargon: 
7 be- {But by what goes before and x Song we ſuppole it to 
nake be this: That Le coming of King George to the Crown, 
We as made many Malccontcnts, and by that Means 
her's opened a Way to your Reſtoration, whereas you 
quer- ſhould conſider that if he had not come to the Crown, 
o his Ihe Way had been open of it ſelf. In the fame pious 
ay ſo Þ aragraph, You moſt earneſtly conjure us to purſue theſe 
that NMH vd for your Reſtoration, which the Finger of God 
>duc- Nen to point out to us. Now the only Methods which 
anti- Ne can make uſe of for that End, are, Civil War, 
fame Papine, Bloodſhed, Treaſon and Perjury ; Methods, 
t the Nhich we Proteſtants do humbly conceive, can never 
e pointed out to us by the Finger of God. 


ono 

pire! The reſt of your Declaration contains the Encour- 
gion, Fg<ments you give us to rebel, Firſt, you promiſe o 
> you hare with us / Dangers and Difficulties which we 
„and all meet with in this worthy Enterprize. You are 

t that Pery much in the Right on't: You have nothing to 
State lc, and hope to get a Crown. We don't hope for 


ave. As therefore you are in the Right to undergo 
dangers and Diflicultics to make your telf our Maſter, 
| | we 
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y new Free-holds, and only deſire to keep what we 
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| * ſhall think our ſelves as much in the Right to un 
dergo Dangers and Difficulties to hinder you from be 


F 


; | | ing el ON | | | | 

— _. - Secondly, you promiſe to refer your and our Tntere 
to a Scots Parliament, which you are reſolved to c 

Y immediatly. I ſuppoſe you mean iſthe Froſt holds 

But,Sir, we are certainly mform'd there'isa Parliamen 

nom ſitting at Weſtminſter, that arebuly at preſent; 

32 Be. taking Care both of the Scots and Eng/z/h Intereſt, ani 

| * SO © have actually done#very Thing Which you would 

let be done by our Repreſentatives.in the High-land; 

© _ Thirdly, You promiſe that if we will rebel for you, 4 


wy 
— 


P gainſt our preſent Sovereigh, you will remit and diſcharg! 
py all Grimes of High-Treaſon, Miſpriſſon of Treaſon, on 
2 all other Crimes and Offences whatſoever, done or con 
4 _ mitted againſt you, or your Father. But will you anſue 


in this Caſe that King George will forgive us? Other 

-wiſe we beſeech you to conſider, hat poor Comfo 

it would be for a Britiſh Free-holder to. be conveyec 

up Halburn, with your Pardon in his Pocked. Ani 

here we cannot but remark, That the Conditions « 

your General Pardon are fo ſtinted, as to ſhew that yo 

are very cautious leſt your good Nature ſhould carr 

you too far. You exclude from the Benefit of it, a 

"thoſe who do not OG the Time of your Landing 

hd on Mercy, and return to their Duty and Altep1ance 

By this Means all Neuters and Lookers on are to þ 

executed of Couiſe: And by the ſtudied Ambiguit 

in which you couch the Terms of your gracious Pat 
r don, you ſtill leave Room to gratify your ſelf in allt 

4 | "Pleaſures of Tyranny and Revenge. 
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PD pon the whole, we have ſo bad an Opinion of R 
dellion, as well as of your Motives to it, and Reward 
© | 'for it, that you may reſt fatisfy'd, there are few Free 
"RY bolders on this fide the Forth who will engage in it 
"iS | And we verily believe that you will ſuddenly take 
4} ERe ſolution in your Cabmerofk Highlanders to ſcamper q. 


With your new Crown, which we are told the Ladi 
of thoſe Parts have ſo generouſſy Clubb'd for. A. 


dw . 


* 
AM 


. +. you may aſſure yourſelf that it is the only One 
| 2.” are like to get by this notable Expedition. And ſo 
B e 
2 N - ow * N | | 
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